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• Fishermen from China have been apprehended for poaching 
marine turtles in the country's waters. 

• In May 2004, marine police arrested 16 fishermen from 
Hainan after discovering around 160 dead marine turtles 
aboard a trawler.

• In 2005, more than 100 marine turtles were seized from a 

MAJOR INCIDENCES

• In 2005, more than 100 marine turtles were seized from a 
Hainan trawler which encroached into Malaysian waters off 
Labuan. 

• On 19 March 2005, a Chinese boat was apprehended with 
Green and Hawksbill Turtles in Berau, East Kalimantan, 
Indonesia. 



• An international turtle-poaching syndicate was busted with 
nearly 260 protected turtles recovered from a trawler, from 
China. The trawler with 17 crew members was seized in the 
Malaysian waters of Sabah in March 2007.

In fact, this was the second trawler from Hainan Island that 
the marine police have waylaid within 48 hours for poaching 
valuable Hawksbill and Green turtles in the Malaysian 
the marine police have waylaid within 48 hours for poaching 
valuable Hawksbill and Green turtles in the Malaysian 
waters. 
Earlier, 19 crewmembers of a China-registered boat were 
arrested off Pulau Mantanani Kecil with 78 turtles 
recovered.



• Marine turtles are endangered to the point of possible 
extinction.

• Not just a lost of natural resources but also an issue of 
national sovereignty.

THE PROBLEM

national sovereignty.

• It has become imperative that further conservation measures 
be taken if the turtles are to survive even the next century.



THE WAY FORWARD
• To forge better coordination between all the relevant 

enforcement agencies.

• Government to provide more resources (human, financial, 
time, and effort) to solve this issue of direct take by foreign 
fishing vessels. 

• To establish a Task Force/Coordinating Committee to tackle 
the issue through participation from all key stakeholders. 

• Coordination at the Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion
(SSME) level: This includes Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
Philippines; or at the government-led Coral Triangle 
Initiative (CTI) level to sort this out.



• The Ministry of Foreign Affairs to take this up at the 
diplomatic level, either bilaterally or multi-laterally. 
For instance, this can be done at the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC), etc. levels.

• Attorney General’s Chambers to study multi-lateral • Attorney General’s Chambers to study multi-lateral 
conventions such as the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) for 
possible provisions for solution. 



• Malaysia could also consider to sign the Indian Ocean –
South-East Asian Marine Turtle Memorandum of 
Understanding (IOSEA) in order to seek multi-lateral solution 
to this. 
The IOSEA Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding is an 
intergovernmental agreement to protect, conserve, replenish and 
recover marine turtles and their habitats of the Indian Ocean and recover marine turtles and their habitats of the Indian Ocean and 
South-East Asian region, working in partnership with other relevant 
actors and organisations.

• The NGO to continue efforts on building awareness, 
education and ‘market transformation’ in China and Viet Nam 
(as medium and long term measures).



THANK YOU
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