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> TURTLE POACHING

Hit the poachers real hard
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SAHABAT Alam Malaysia
(SAM) commends the Sabah
marine police for busting two
international turtle poaching
groups in Malaysian waters.

This is not the first time for-
eigners have encroached on
Malaysian waters. A similar
incident occurred in 2004
when 16 fishermen believed to
be from Hainan, China, were
caught.

Poachingis a major threatto
endangered sea turtles. Apart
from their many natural
predators, including wild
dogs, birds, lizards and even
insects, they face other threats
such as commercial fishing,
pollution, coastal develop-
ment and the use of motor ve-
hicles on beaches.

Poaching is now responsible

for killing a significant num-

ber of turtles.

Harvesting from the wild to
feed the voracious appetite of
consumers for food, decora-

tive purposes and as tradition-
al medicine has a devastating
effect on the natural popula-
tion of turtles.

With economics clearly the
deciding factor for poachers,
can the decimation of turtles
be stopped?

The fact that the poachers

had remained in Malaysian

waters for more than two
weeks to have caught that
number of turtles and a shark
without raising any suspicion
from the government entity
charged with enforcing the
laws is bewildering.

In lirie with pleas from the
marine police, SAM calls for
severe penalties, such as heavy
fines and long jail sentences,
for the poachers. Boat owners

-should also be charged.

Their reckless exploitation
of turtles must be stopped by
the provision of greater
resources to the relevant
agencies. Without adequate

resources, enforcement agen-
cies will remain crippled and
unable to fulfil their mandate
of enforcing turtle protection.
Other approaches are nest-
ing site protection, protection
of feeding and developmental
sites, community education,
and participation from the lo-
cal communities, fishing

More
needs to
be done
~ to save
turtles
like this
from
falling

prey to
poachers.

groups and government agen-
cies.

Without the efforts of all,
turtle poaching will ultimately
continue until the turtle popu-
lation collapses.

S.M. MOHD IDRIS
President
Sahabat Alam Malaysia
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ANA Hidupan Liar (WWF)

Malaysia barusbaru ini

menggesa sato  tindakan

diplomatik diambil terha-
dap kerajaan China bagl memastikan
pencerobohan nelayan warganya ke
perairan negara inj untuk memburu
penyu tidak berulang.

Wah! Ini satu tindakan drastik
yang membelehkan satu usaha di-
lihat bagi menangani kepupusan
haiwan pengembara marin itu terus
pupus dek perbuatan tidak ber-
moral sekumipulan kecil nelayan ne-
gara terbesar di Asia itu,

Malah Ketua Pegawai Teknikal
(Program Borneo) WWF, Dr. Rahi-
matsah Amat turut berkata, tinda-
kan nelayan negara [ty yang me-
‘nangkap penyu di Sabah ity bukan
pertama kali dilakukan dan pernah
berlaku di kawasan Eko-Wilayah Ma-
rin Sulu-Sulawesi {SSME) sejak be-
berapa fahun kebelakangan ind.

Dah'lama rupanya nelayan negara
Chinaitu bermaharaja lela me-
mupuskan penyu di negara ini dan
Bidal rasa salu tindakan drastik per-
I diambil. ;

Tapi, adakah kita “berani’ mela-
kukannya kerana ini membabitkan
hubungan dua buah kerajaan di ma-
na saty negara membangun dan sa-
tu kDasa besar Asia.

‘Dan pastinya jika tiada tindakan
akan diambil, nelayan itu akan terus
melakukan apa yang selama ini
pada mereka adalah ‘halal” dan bo-
leh ditakukan walaupun menceraboh
nggara ES!I‘H;.

Kalau Kita kata ini adalah perkara
kecil yang tidak perlu diheboh-he-
bohkan, Bidal ingin menyangkal dak-
waan itu kerana, sebenarriya dalam
diam, kedavlatan kita juga sudah di-
cerobaob. y

Jika kedaulatan sudah dicerobah,

—

Soalan matematik seterusnys murid-murid... Katakan Encik Lin Dan bersama
Jeki Chan dan Jet Les berjaya menangkap 10 ekor penyu dalam masa lima hari
di perairan Macau... Barapa harikah lagl yang diperiukan oleh meraka untuk
mencilok 337 akor penyu dengan aman dan tenteramnya?

Kalau Jet Lea dengan
Jaki Chan kungiu
rusuk dan parut pegawal laut,
Den raso ompek harl pun
cukup cikgu...

namse

bermakna pifiak tentera boleh
menghalang tindakan berkenaan ke-
rana mereka sudah melanggar ke-
daulatan negara ini serta undang-
undang yang ada.

Ramazi pencinta alam sekitar dan
juga mereka yang bukan peminat pe-
nyu tergamam melinat gambar yang
disfarkan akhbar baru-baruy ind.

Bukan sedikit tetapi kira-kira 337
ekor penyl ditangkap dan diawet
untuk dijadikan bahan pengual te-

naga batin rakyat negara itu yang
pada Bidal tak masuk akal dilakukan,
Bidai yang pernah metihat seekor
permu mati tersangkut pada jaring ne-
layan dan juga seekor yang terdampar
di pantai terkena kipas bot pun me-
rasa sedih, inikan pula beratus-ratus
ekor vang mati kepanasan selepas di-
awet, :
Memang-tidak bertamadun tinda-
kan nefayan berkenaan kerana pada
Bidai, amalan kuna itu sudah boleh

China

egara sebab penyn

ditinggalkan dan kalau nak juga da-
pathan penyu-penyu berkenaan, ca-
rilah di tempat sendiri. o

Di sini juga Bidai nak tanya juga
dengan pelbagai agensi penguat-
kuasa maritim yang ada di negara
ini, bagaimana kejadian ini boleh
berlaku kerana untuk menangkap
seekor penyu pastinya memeriukan
masa yang lama kerana penyu tidak
berenang dalam Kumpulan?

Agensi Penguatkuasa Marltim Ma-
laysia, Tentera Laut Diraja Malaysia,
Jabatan Perikanan, Polis Marin,
Renjer Taman-Taman. Sabah dan ju-
ga nelayan tempatan yang sentiasa
berada di sekitar kawasan berkena-
an, tak kan lah tak pernah nampak
nelayan asing tu?

Atau mungkin ada laporan yang di-
berikan netayan tempatan tapl dibuat
endah tak endah oleh agensi penguat
kuasa kerana mungkin mereka terikat
dengan standard rondaan?

Apa vang terjadi sebenarnyar Ke-
rana untuk mendapatkan 10 ekor
penyu Bidai dapat rasakan fa me-
ngambil masa Rira-kira lima atau 10
fari, kecualilah nelayan China tu
ada cara untuk memanggil penyu ke
dalam jaring mereka.

Jadi Bidaj amat sangat berharap,
agensi penguatkuasa marin supaya
mengambil tindakan pada setiap
aduan yang dibuat... dan radar yang
dibekalkan olah kerajaan tu, fihat-li-
hatlah selaly, b

Jika ada yang tak kena, buatlah
pemantadan. Jangan sampai safu
hari nanti, penyu pupus disebabkan
tindakan penguatkuasaan yang le-
man.

Fikirkanlah...

Qulh Bitwi ¥

A e LA
suluhbidai@yahoo.com
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HAMAN EKSDTIK: Penyu diburu nelayan asing sebagal makanan laut popular dan ba-gltu]um perubatan,
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MAJOR INCIDENCES

Fishermen from China have been apprehended for poaching
marine turtles in the country's waters.

In May 2004, marine police arrested 16 fishermen from
Hainan after discovering around 160 dead marine turtles
aboard a trawler.

In 2005, more than 100 marine turtles were seized from a
Hainan trawler which encroached into Malaysian waters off
Labuan.

On 19 March 2005, a Chinese boat was apprehended with
Green and Hawksbill Turtles in Berau, East Kalimantan,
Indonesia.



* An international turtle-poaching syndicate was busted with
nearly 260 protected turtles recovered from a trawler, from
China. The trawler with 17 crew members was seized in the
Malaysian waters of Sabah in March 2007.

In fact, this was the second trawler from Hainan Island that
the marine police have waylaid within 48 hours for poaching
valuable Hawksbill and Green turtles in the Malaysian
waters.

Earlier, 19 crewmembers of a China-registered boat were
arrested off Pulau Mantanani Kecil with 78 turtles
recovered.



THE PROBLEM

« Marine turtles are endangered to the point of possible
extinction.

* Not just a lost of natural resources but also an issue of
national sovereignty.

It has become imperative that further conservation measures
be taken if the turtles are to survive even the next century.



THE WAY FORWARD

To forge better coordination between all the relevant
enforcement agencies.

Government to provide more resources (human, financial,
time, and effort) to solve this issue of direct take by foreign
fishing vessels.

To establish a Task Force/Coordinating Committee to tackle
the issue through participation from all key stakeholders.

Coordination at the Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion
(SSME) level: This includes Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Philippines; or at the government-led Coral Triangle
Initiative (CTI) level to sort this out.



« The Ministry of Foreign Affairs to take this up at the
diplomatic level, either bilaterally or multi-laterally.

For instance, this can be done at the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC), etc. levels.

« Attorney General’'s Chambers to study multi-lateral
conventions such as the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) for
possible provisions for solution.



« Malaysia could also consider to sign the Indian Ocean —
South-East Asian Marine Turtle Memorandum of
Understanding (IOSEA) in order to seek multi-lateral solution
to this.

The IOSEA Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding is an
iIntergovernmental agreement to protect, conserve, replenish and
recover marine turtles and their habitats of the Indian Ocean and
South-East Asian region, working in partnership with other relevant
actors and organisations.

 The NGO to continue efforts on building awareness,
education and ‘market transformation’ in China and Viet Nam
(as medium and long term measures).
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